5 | TAE 
Mo USEFUL WAY oy, E 


PREACHING. 


PL 


a TO A FRIEND. 


* 


2 ——ͤ — 


* — — wo 
. * — 2 0 * 2 > re 5 MED A . — * 
+ 2 2 . yo — A 1 re — pu gt nr > . —2 5 — — * 7 > e — bas. 8 . 
-— = e 9 7 — N 8 * n Ae — 3 =Y * 5 2 2 
3 Nr —— . re pe Se OSS In W EIN WF. 2 — 2 — 
- 7 8 2 2 2 — — * n — a 74 — . gays, wetonny. pes — 22 — Ven a way * 
* W * + — ny - mY — IT = _— TIC OO Int The Vw? 2 — O » OR — 
I 5 * * * 5 wy * 2 — Pre s * 8 — — * 2 3 0 0 
23 „ r e 3 : Tp 2s 1 ee ie", he — + 2 e 
| 0 4 4 * ITS 2 * f 


2 ITO 3 Fa Sa * — 22 * 
So TIES — bY Sf IS". ox HER ah nt Sd 6 e-cards . — bb — — — — o 
rt bp 2 . — . EEE — —— i Fea = — — her PIRIE 
— + — 5 — 9 WL — — A” S 
; J - > Sx . 


Written in German by the late Reverend and Celebrated | : + F 
bn. AUGUSTUS HERMANNUS FRANCK,£- C1 


Professor of Divinity i in the University of Hall, 7 


— — 


. ets - 


r 2 


Translated i into Latin by Order of his Sox, and out of 300 Latin 
into English 
BY DAVID JENNINGS. 


* 
; No 2 5 - 
= Snag 3 — — . 
— 


'To which | is prefixed 


AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


of the almost miraculous Work of 
PROFESSOR FRANCK'S 
building and establishing the 


ORPHAN HOUSE AT GLA 22 : 


IN THE SUBURBS OF HALL, 


„„ 


ANEW EDITION. 
— — — — 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR w. BUTTON, PATER NOSTER ROW. 


1799. | 
LPRICE SIX PENCE. ] 


* 8 
5 * 5 
8 * 
— i, 
— * = - 
Fd 
P. * * Us 
- It 
« 4 * 
v N * . 3 Fa 
i £ 
* 
py £ 
* * 
* * 
4 » 
nd "2 
* — 
Y —— 
* 
ws 
s 
— 
. 4 
- 
* 
- 
% 
Font 
: * 
1 
* 
- 
7 
4 
* 
LEY 
Fe: 
— 
* 
1 
* 
; Fd 
% 
os 
Fg 
* 
— 
: 
" 
« 
—— 
2 
* * 
R | 
-- 
— 
Pad Pong — 
t ” 
mr” . 
— „ . 
* 
4 % 
= 
— 
* 


— N 4 4 8 y 4 . » + * 
5 3 4 — o 
„ nee 540/50 2 775 Ar : 8 I” 8 n * oY 7 
g 3 8 2 # . , 3 is 8 
8 Sal 8 5 „n N . : . 4 * 8 10 
; , Fe 5 3 $ 9 ot 
I 8 * — 5 EI . . * * s 
— i + : q wi 4 1 
* * . 7 e g : * . ; * * 7 ; — 
# 5 8 
. q Wi; «+ Wes. 2 4 5 & 
Fa . . * ö 
* . * 1 5 
> i : x 1 wo . 1 7 
F 


An Hihoricul. Account of the b js he: 
blihing of the Oxenan Houss at Grauen A. 


IN the following Letter u we 3 the 29s ; 
timents of one of the moſt celebrated preach- 5 
ers and divines, and perhaps one of the moſt 
truly apoſtolic men, that ſome paſt ages have 
known, on the moſt uſeful way of preaching: 
a man whom God did very uncommonly OWN, 
not only as a preacher and tutor, hut aboye 
all! in that almoſt miraculous, work, (ib! | need 
fay almoſt his building and | eftabliſhing the 
Orphan, Houſe at Glaucha 1 in the ſuburbs of 
Hall; a work which both i in the beginning 
and pr -ogreſs. of it can be attributed to no 
means ſo properly as to the power of faith. An 
hiſtorical account” of that affair, wrote by the 
profeſſor himſelf, as It was laid before Fre- 
dexic I. king of Pruſſia, to whoſe dominions 
Hall belonged, and who in the year 1700 
gave a commiſſion to four of his privy coun. 
ſellors to examine ſtrictly 1 into it, was after- 
Wards publiſhed, under the title of Pieſas 
all bs, and has, ſince been tranſlated. into 
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, 
Engliſh. 1 ſuppoſe i it will not be unexcepta- 
ble, to ſuch perſons eſpecially as have not 


read that larger account, to give a brief ab- 


ſtract of it in this place. 
When the Profeſſor was firſt ſettled as a 


er at Glaucha, he, according to the 1 
cuſtom of charitably diſpoſed perſons in 


thoſe parts, appointed one day in every week 
for the poor to come to his door for alms. 

Their miſeries, but eſpecially the groſs i igno- 
rance and wickedneſs which generally pre- 
vails among that ſort of people, very ſenſibly 
touched him; and above all to ſee numbers of 
children among them growing up in that diſ- 
ſolute way of life, was to him a very affecting 
and pitiful fight. This made him reſolve on 
ſome attempt for their ſpiritual as well as their 
bodily relief. Accordingly every T hurſday, 


which was his day for diſtributing alms, he 


took all the poor that came; into his houſe ; 


and there, befides giving them money, he in- 


ſtructed the children, in the preſence of the 
elder perſons, in the principles of religion, 


and concluded with prayer. This exerciſe was 


let up in the beginning of the year 1694. The 
number of the poor who came to this exerciſe 
(many of them probably for the ſake of the 
yu ſoon increaſing, and conſequently d the 
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charge that attended it increaſing too, o-. 
bliged the profeſſor to ſeek ſome aſſiſtance in 
carrying on this good work. For that purpoſe 
therefore he ſet up an alms-box in his-partour, 
with theſe words written over it, 1 John iii. 
17. Whoſo hath this world's goods, and feeth 
bis brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bows | 
els. of compaſſion from him, how. dwelleth the 
love of God in him? and under it, 2 Cor. ix. 
7. Every man according as he purpoſeth i in his 
heart, ſo let him give, not grudgingly, ar of 
neceſſity, for God troeth a chearful giver... This 
was intended as a tacit admonition to all that 
came in, to open their hearts towards the 
poor. About a quarter of a year after this 
box was ſet up, a certain perſon put into it 
at one time, to the value of eiglieen Hillings | 
and ſix nee Engliſh. When the Profeſſor took 
this ſam 1 into his hands, he: ſaid, in full af- 
ſurance of faith, This is now a confideras 5 
ble fund, worthy to be laid out in ſome im- 
portant unde rtaking; therefore I will even 
take this for the foundation of à charity 
ſchool. And immediately. he laid outeight 
ſhillings of it in books, and hired. a poor 
ſtudent to teach the children two hours in a 
day. When seh. was juſt ſpent, fome 
| ame to viſit the; Profeflar, and 
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were much pleaſed with his charitable" eſſay, 
contributed more; upon which the two hours 
of teaching were enlarged to five, and alms 
were diſtribute to the children three times 
a week, to engage them to come more con-* 
ftantly to ſchoot. But after matters had 
gone on in this way for ſome time, the Pro- 
feſſor but too plainly faw that all his endea- 
yours upon thoſe poor vagrants were like to 
be fruſtrated, by their keeping ſuch bad 
company out of ſchool time. Some of them 
ran away with their books, and returned to 
fchool no more. This made him reſolve to 
choofe out twelve of the moſt hopeful of the 
children, and to venture upon their mainte- 
nance as well as their education. At firſt he 
put them out to perfons of known integrity 
and piety, to be educated by them. But as 
this little beginning came tobe known abroad, 
feveral perſons fent in contributions to carry 
on ſo good a defign ; particularly the Lord 
put it into the heart of a perſon of quality to 
give a thouſand crowns, and two other perſons. 
contributed four hundred. Upon which a 
houſe was purchafed, and converted into an 
hoſpital for the poor orphans. This was in 
the year 1696. Afterwards alms were fent | 
in by feyeral perſons ; many of them 


came from en hands! * |  Actordingly 
more children were fill admitted into the 
hoſpital, till the houſe grew too ſtrait for 


them; which put the Profeſſor on a defign 


of building a large and commodious hoſpital; 


for he clearly foreſaw, that the hiring of more 
| houſes, fcattered up and down, would be at- 


tended with very great inconveniences.” One 
gentleman had lately ſent him five hundred 


crowns, with a deſire that ſome part of that 


fum might be difpoſed of to poor ſtudents; 
which the Profeſſor looked upon as a call of 


Providence, to make indigent ſcholars.a part 
of his care. This enlarged his charitable de- 
fign beyond his former intention. He now 
wanted a building that would hold at leaſt 
200 perſons ; but his ſtock of money was by 


this'time ſo far ſpent, that, as he writes, he 
had not enough to build a ſmall cottage. Ne 
wonder then that ſeveral of his friends dif- 


fuaded him from ſohazardous an undertaking! 
But the Lord ſtrengthened his faith in ſo pow-. 
erful a manner, and ſupported him with ſuch 
a preſence of mind, as carried him above alt 
diſcouragement. Accordingly, July 13, 1698 

the foundation of an hoſpital was laid, in u 
NAME oF Gop, without any ſettled fund, or 


fo much as a promiſe from any great perſons 
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to ecittribute! to the building: of it. e And me 
now, the Profeſſor writes, I was to wait upon tai 
God, | and from week to week to receive | at ex 
his hand what he would be graciouſly pleaſed of 
— me with for carrying on the build- bu 
ing.” It muſt alſo be remembered, that the vn 
weekly expence of maintaining the poor, 
which he had already under his care, was very = 
conſiderable ; but nothing could diſcourage 
een Profeſſor, his faith kept pace with 
in Providence for che fulfilling of thoſe kind 
deſires, which he was confidently perſuaded 
God had put into his heart. Nor were his 
expectations in this matter at all diſappointed; 
for the building was carried on ſucceſsfully, 
and the poor ſupported all the time by ſeem- 
ingly accidental contributions, which were 
ſent in from time to time by charitable per- 
ſons, living not only in Germany, but in 
moſt other Proteſtant countries of Europe. bo 
So that in the year 1702 the hoſpital was fi- wa 
niſhed, which had coſt 5000 pounds, and ha 
was peopled with above 200 poor. The ſteps | up 
of Providence in carrying on this affair were 1 7! 
indeed very extraordinary. God ſeveral times ou 
ſuffered the good Profeſſor's faĩth to be tried 
byvery preſſing neceſſities; as when the work. 


„ „„ 
men were to be paid, the poor to be main: 
tained, and yet the ſtock of money was quite 
exhauſted, and there was no rational proſpect 
of any further ſupply. This often happened, 
but his recourſe was always to God by prayer, 
which as conſtantly met with a gracious” an- 
ſwer. I will here ſet down two or three paſ- 
ſages of this ſort by way of inſtance, out of 
a great number that are recorded in the Pie- 
tas Hallenſis. $2; 5 Memorable: inſtances of che | 
power of faith and prayer ! 92 
At one time, he writes, all vices 
were gone, when the ſteward declared there 
was a neceſſity of buying ſome cattle to fur- 
niſh the table, and other neceſſaries. Under 
theſe preſſing circumſtances I found one com- 
fort, which was a preſence of mind in prayer, 
joined with a confident dependence upon the 
Lord, who heareth the very cry of the young 
ravens. When prayer was over, I heard ſome- 
body knock at the door ; when opened, there 
was an acquaintance of mine holding in his 
hand a letter, and a parcel of money wrapped 
up, which he preſented to me, and I found 
ffty crowns, f ſent a great we TE) the; IE of 
our poor. 75 N ; 
230 At a time, there was want in coor}. | 
corner. The ſteward brought his book and 


0 w 7 
deſired me to defray the weekly charges. My 
recourſe was to God through faith. The ex- 
pences were neceſſary, and I ſaw not the leaſt 


proviſion; nor any way to procure it. This 


made me reſolve to retire into my cloſet, and 
to beg the Lord's aſſiſtance i in ſo preſſing a 
neceſſity; but as I was preparing for Prayer, 
I received a letter from a merchant, intimat- 


ing that he was ordered to pay 1000 crowns 
to me for the relief of the hoſpital. This 


put me in mind of that ſaying, Iſa. Ixv. 24. 


I. ſtall come to paſs, that before they call, Twill 


enfier ; and while they are yet ſpeaking, I will 
Bear. Nevertheleſs I entered, into my cloſer, 
but, inſtead of begging and praying, as I had 


ed, I praiſed and exalted n name of 


the Lord. 


on Another time, 1 flood i in 3 of; a OR 


2 of money, inſomuch that an 100 crouuns 
- would not have ſerved my turn, and yet ] ſaw 


not the leaſt appearance how I might be ſup- 


to come again after dinner, and I reſolved 
d for his aſ- 


to put up my prayers to the Lo 
fiſtance. When he came again after dinner, 


I was ſtill in the ſame want, and ſo appointed 


him to come again in the evening. In the 


En Y 


mean time a friend of mine came to ſee me, 
and with him jeined in prayers, and found 


myſelf much moved to praiſe and magnify thie 


Lord for all his admirable dealings towards 
mankind, even from the beginning of che 


world; and the moſt remarkable inſtances 


came readily to my remembrance whilſt 1 ; 


was praying. I was ſo elevated in praiſing 
and magnifying God, that I infiſted only on 


that exerciſe of my preſent devotion,” and 
found no inclination to put up many anxious 


petitions to be delivered out of the preſent 


leave, I accompanied him to the door, where 
I found the ſteward waiting on one fide for 


the money he wanted, and on the other, a 


perſon who brought an 150 crowns for the 


fupport of the hoſpital.” 


Thus was this famous hoſpital; which has 
fince been one of the moſt illuſtrious orna- 
ments and ſupports of the Proteſtant intereſt 
in Germany; built without any other fund 


but that of faith. Surely we muſt ſay, This 


was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 


our eyes. Whether it may paſs for a miracle 
or not, yet thus much I take for eri that 


if any Popiſh monaſtery had ever been 
founded in the fame manner, and ſueh re- 
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have rung with the noiſe of the miracle, and 
it had indeed been a much better miracle 
than any which the Papiſts boaſt of. But to 


return to the ſtory. The hoſpital being thus 
finiſhed, at leaſt as far as was intended when | 


the foundation was laid, it was {till to depend 
immediately on Providence for its future ſup- 
port and maintenance. Nor for this did the 
Profeſſor's faith fail, nor were his hopes diſ- 
appointed; for the author of the preface to 
the Engliſh tranſlation of Profeſſor Franck's 
Chriftus ſucræ Scripture Nucleus, informs us, 
that in the year 1700 the ſtate of the Wan 
tal was as follows: 

Ten ſchools, in which 988 children. were 
inſtructed by 72 maſters. The number of 
perſons lodged and ſubſiſted in the hoſpital 


was 360, and 84 poor ſtudents had their diet 


there. Eight poor widows were maintained, 
with a chaplain and a maid ſervant, and pro- 
viſion alſowas made forthe relief of caſual poor. 


The death of this excellent Profeſſor, which 


happened in the year 1727, in the 05th year 
of his age, filled many perſons with fear, that 
this good work of charity, now it muſt be 


eps of Providence had attended I 
the building of 1 it, as did actually attend this 
Proteſtant hoſpital at Hall, the world would 


„„ RG © 
prived of the ſupport of his influence 
and prayers, would languiſh and die too; 
but in this their fears have been happily diſ- 
appointed. It was honour enough for this 
holy man to be ſuch an illuſtrious inſtance 


of faith, and to be the inſtrument of ſo 


great and good a work: but the Lord has 
ſince made it appear that the work was his, 
and that the reſidue of the Spirit is with him. 
For I find, in the before- cited Preface, that 
at the concluſion of the year 1731, which 
was four years after Dr. Franck's death, the 
number of the ſcholars and children in the 
ſeveral ſchools of the Orphan Houſe amount- 
ed to 2300, and the number of ſtudents who- 
inſtructed them to 160. I am farther in- 
formed by the Reverend Mr. Zeigenhagen, 
late worthy paſtor of the German church at 
St. James's, that the hoſpital ſtill continues 
in a very flouriſhing ſtate, and that ſome 
farther additions were made to the n ei 
but about three years ago 6x. 
Many uſeful inſtructions at FRE Fs . 
duced from this narrative. What arguments 
for a Providence, what encouragement. to 


prayer, what motives to works of charity, 
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ſwelled this Preface- almoſt beyond al rea- 
ſonable bounds, and therefore muſt not in- 


ſiſt here on theſe topics. 


J have only to obſerve e ab Me 
letter which follows was written by this great 
and good man about two years before his 
death, in which we have his opinion and 
judgement, ripened by age and large expe- 
rience, concerning the moſt uſeful way of 


preaching. And what miniſter, who is in 


good earneſt concerned to approve himſelf 


faithful in his work, to advance the honour 


of Chriſt, and do good to fouls, would not 
be glad to conſult ſo great and experienced 
a maſter ? And who would not pay ſome 
conſiderable deference to the judgement of 
ſuch an apoſtolic man, a man ſo highly ho- 


noured of God, as Profeſſor Franck was? 
The good Profeſſor himſelf had, it ſeems, 


ſuch an opinion of this little piece, as to de- 


ſire it might be tranſmitted to poſterity. He 


© therefore inſerted. it entire in a preface to a 


quarto volume of Sermons which he publiſh- 
ed in the year 1726, on purpoſe, as he there 
declares, that it might not be loſt, as ſingle 


ſheets are apt to be; but that poſterity might 


know his thoughts upon this matter. And 
„ after the end of it, 0 declare, in Foy” lo- 


2 


. ( 
lemn manner, as in tlic preſence of the Lord, 
that what he had thus written was the reſult 


of his own experience; and that theſe rules 


and directions which he had given to other 


- miniſters, were. the ſame that he had con- 


ſtantly followed and practiſed upon, in the 


whole courſe of his own OG: and mi- g 


Po TO OT, 

May this publication of std, in our own 
eee prove a mean, through the bleſſ- 
ing of God, of forming many ſuch uſeful 


and ſucceſsful preachers of the Goſpel, in 


our country, as that holy and excellent man 
was in his. May many miniſters be made 


wiſe hereby to win ſouls to Chriſt, zo. /ave 
| themſelves and them that hear them. So ſhall 
this little, but valuable, Treatiſe redound, . 


2 the a 25 many, 40 the gion 
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7 66Þ 3 forbear to | as | nere 50 
inſtance more of a particular trial that fell 
upon the ſteward, when the hoſpital was 
juſt building; and of the extraordinary means 
whereby his ſinking ſpirits were raiſed above 
the then preſſing difficulties! The ſub- 
ſtance is as follows: When the bolling ot 
the hoſpital was juſt begun, and the Work- 
men employed to carry off the rubbiſh, the 
ſteward or overſeer had to grapple with abun- 
dance of difficulties; the labourers 0 one 
while wanting ſtones, another while ſand'or 
lime, tired him very much with their im- 
portunate demands, he not being in a con- 
dition then to afford a preſent ſupply, be- 
cauſe there were neither horſes of our own, 
nor the leaſt appearance of getting any hired 
for that uſe, it being juſt in the height of 
| harveſt. This now very much diſcouraged 
him, and caſt him into ſorrow and perplexity, 
when finding his ti oughts overcaſt with deep 


care and concern, he got away into his clo- 


ſet, to be for a while by himſelf alone, and 


Wa 17 * 
in ſome meaſure to recollect che ſcattered 5 
powers of his mind. He was but juſt re. 
tired, and venting himſelf to God in. fighs 
and groanings, when the maſter bricklayer 
followed him at his heels, and called him 
back out of his privacy, telling him withal, 
that ſtones and other neceſſaries were imme- 
diately to be provided, otherwiſe the work- 
men would ceaſe from their work, and yet 
demand their full pay. This caſt him down 
yet lower; however, away he went with the 
bricklayer, though he did not know how to- 
break through tlieſe difficulties that ſur- 
rounded him. When he came to the place 
where the men were at work, one of the la- 
bourers happened to find a piece of coin in 
the rubbiſh. that was digged up. This he 
offered to the ſteward, who took it, and 
| looking upon it, he found the ee 
words impreſſed thereon.: ; 5 

AY JEHOVAH, THE: 


_— 5 | BUILDER; CROWN 
CORONIDE 2 THIS BUILDING 
8 = | WITH A HAPPY 

2 CONCLUSION !' 


The reading of this inſcription. raiſed his 
ſinking faith.“ Vol. I. p- 411. 
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Honoured and Dear Friend, 


3 ore Hot IN Sad to thi 
e e . mer have propoſed to me, viz. 
How a faithful miniſter, who earneſtly defires ta 
ſave and to ediſy the ſouls of bis hearers, to gain 
fenners unto Chriſt, and to inflame their hearts «with 
a growing love to their Saviour, may beſt adapt his 
preaching to theſe excellent purpoſes? I can only 
at preſent ſuggeſt a few things briefly; whereas 
if I had more leiſure, I ſhould chooſe: toy write 
more copiouſly on ſo weighty a ſubjeR&. 
I. I muſt take it for granted that a miniſter, who- 
fincerely deſires, and who is likely to do good by 
his preaching, is ſuch a one, both in heart and 
in life, as St. Paul deſcribes, 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. 
Who bolds faſt the form of ſound. wwords' (or the 
pure apoſtolic doErine) which he has beard, in 
faith and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus; and wha 
heeps that good thing which has been. committed 70 
bim by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth-in bim. 
II. It will not a little ſabſerve the good ende 
propoſed i in the queſtion, for a miniſter, very fre- 


DT 
quently, to lay down in bis 


verted and of the unconverted, and that with all 


poſſible plaicgefs, that ſo every one of his hearers 


may be able to judge of his own ſtate, and may 
know to which of theſe two claſſes he belongs. 


But then great care muſt he taken that thoſe diſ- 


tinguiſhing characters are juſtly drawn; for it 


may eaſily happen, through a preacher's unſkil- 


fulneſs in this affair, that the unconverted, on 


the one hand, may be deceived into a good opinion 


of their preſent ſtate, and may grow thereupon 
more ſecure and careleſs; and that ſome converted 
perſons; on the other hand, may be unreaſonably 


diſquieted and filled with greundleſs and fruitleſs. 


fears. However, a prudent miniſter, who has ex- 


perienced a work of grace upon his own heart, will 
have no great difficulty ſo to deſcribe it to others, 


as ſufficiently to guard againſt the miſtakes on 


both ſides; and to lead both one and the other, 


by the unerring light of Scripture; into the know- 
ledge of the true ſtate of their own ſouls. 


III. For this purpoſe alſo let a miniſter eare- 


fully and clearly diſtinguiſh in his-preaching, be- 


twixt mere morality and true religion; betwixt 


the moral honeſt man and the found believer, 


who, from a deep conviction of the depravity of 


his nature and the errors of his life, has learned 
to hate fin from his Heart, and Kves by the faith. 


of the Son of God. For it is hardly credible what 


multitudes of ph pes 2555 _ even in a. Chriſtian 


2 ons 3 diſtin- | 
guiſhing marks and characters both of the con- 
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dere the Goſpel is pub lely and faith- 
fully preached, Who, though they are wiſe e- 
nough in other matters, yet in this are ho 
groſſly ignorant, and et miſe: _ . - 
their own ſouls | 
IV. And, becauſe this kind of ſelf-deceit' is fo 
very common, it is highly neceflary for a miiiſ- 
ter. to inſtruct his hearers with all poſſible plain- 
neſs, in the duty of ſelf- examination; and very 
often to exhort them to it? as more eſpecially to 
enquire, if ever they were awakened from their 
natural ſleep in ſin? if they have eſcaped out of 


the ſnare of the Devil? if ever they have had a 
lively and affecting ſenſe of the corruption of their 


own hearts, and of the n x: of theit natural 


ſtate? and, in fhort, whether: they have good 


and ſolid reaſons to conelude that they are rege 
nerate perſons? whether they can find in them 


ſelves the genuine marks of a true converſion to 


God, and a living faith in Chriſt? & . Or, whe+ 


ther, on the other hand, they do not conclude 
that they are true Chriſtians, and in a ſtate of ſal- 


vation, merely from their being moral honeſt 


men, and their not living in any grofs and foans 
dalous ſin? and, perhaps too, from their ſaying 
prayers, hearing ſermons, and frequenting the 


places of public worſhip, and from their practiſing 


ſuch like outward duties of religion? Or again, 


whether they do not flatter themſelves that their 


not altogether ſo bad as the lives of ſome others? 
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ou Auto be of very conſi 
a miniſter often to explain, and to ſhew the differ- 
ence betwixt a legal and an {evangelical frame and 


principle of religion; or betwixt that flaviſh fear, 


by which alone it is that ſome perſons, even of a 
ſerious turn of mind, are forced and dragged as it 


were to their duty, and that evangelical newneſfs 


of ſpirit, that filial love to God and delight in his 
ſervice, which uſually grows and flouriſhes in the 
ſoul where'it is once planted; and which produces 
a free, unconſtrained, and acceptable, religion. 
This would be an excellent. mean, not only of 
awakening ſinners out of their carnal ſecurity, 
but of turning them throughly unto God, to a 
holy walk and to a pleaſurable converſe with him, 
even ſuch as becomes his children. And for this 
end it is of very great moment, that a miniſter 


not only inſtruct his hearers what they muſt 


and how they ought to act, but that he alſo . 


bour fully to appriſe and to convince them, by the 


evidence of Scripture, of their own native weak 


neſs and impotency for all that is ſpiritually good; 
and that he fartherſhew them, by the ſame word 


of truth, from whence they muſt look for, an- 

from whom they may hope to receive, all grace 
and ſtrength, not only to renew their ſouls in 
their firſt converſion, but alſo afterwards to enable 
them to perform every duty, as well of outward 


as of inward religion. They muſt be told that 
they can do nothing without Chriſt, according as. 
he has aſſured us, John xv. 3. Without me ye can do. 


ab t bor 


* 28 ") | 
bis And again, that by the belpof his grace 


they may do all things, according as St. Paul 


writes, Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through! 
Chriſt which firengtheneth me. Thus ſhould goſpel - 
miniſters conſtantly make it the aim and drift of 
their preaching, to lead their hearers to Chriſt, 
and to his grace; to him by -whoſe firipes we ar 
healed, and whoſe blood takes away all the ſins of 
all that truly repent and believe in the Lord Je- 
ſus ; and to him by whoſe divine power all things - 
| are given to us that pertam both to life and godli- 
lineſs, 2 Peter i. 3. Thus the holy apoſtles preach- 
ed; theſe were the topics which they inſiſted 


much upon; and if their example is not followed! 


in this matter, it will be no wonder if our modern 
preaching comes vaſtly ſhort of the ſucceſs of 
theirs : and by this means ſome of our hearers 
will be in danger of ſinking into a mere legal 
frame and ſpirit of bondage, while they are preſſed 
to duty and working, but not encouraged by the 
grace of Chriſt, not directed where to look for 
ſtrength to perform it; and others of them will 
take up with a falſe peace, a carna ſecurity, for: 
want of being directed to Chriſt, who is the only 
foundation of the finner's reaſonable hope and ſo- 
lid comfort. But on the other hand, when both» 
theſe points are well explained and duly inſiſted 
on, no other means are fo powerful to awaken ſe-⸗ 
cure ſinners, to bring them to Chriſt, ' and to ſet- 
tle their ſouls in ſolid-peace and comfort. Here : 
by, under the influence of the ſpirit of Chriſt, | 


__— 
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* god ed tranſported as it were into a 
new life; and now they go on with vigour and | 
pleaſure in the practice of univerſal piety. | 
VI. It would farther be uſeful, and it is highly 
neceſſary that miniſters ſhould not only preach up 
the neceſſity of converſion, and inſtruct their 
hearers to depend on the grace of Chriſt for it, 
but alfo that they ſhould, very frequently, in their 
ſermons explain the nature and the whole progreſs. 
of converſion, ſometimes more largely and diſtindt- 
ly, and at other times more briefly, endeavouring 
thereby to lead their hearers into a true know- 
ledge of the ſlate of their fouls; and ſhewing 
them how they muſt repent of their ſins, What 
they muſt do to be ſaved from their natural miſe- 
ry and ruin, and, in ſhort, how they may obtain 
the full ſalvation of the Goſpel; that ſo every one 
may be able to give an anſwer to that moſt im- 
portant queſtion, What muſt I do that I may be a 
child of God and inberit eternal life ? For let a mi- 
niſter entertain his hearers with the ſublimeſt 
| doctrines of Chriſtianity, let him alfo declaim a- 
gainſt fin and exhort them to their various duties 
in the moſt earneſt and pathetic manner, and let 
all be adorned with the fineſt beauties of wit and 
eloquence; yet, after all, if his ſermons are not 
ſo contrived and framed as, at the ſame time, to 
inform the ignorant how they may obtain a 
knowledge of intereſt in the Goſpel - ſalvation for 
themſelves, and what means and methods God 
has appointed for that purpoſe ; what will it pro- 


phy * 


Wo 4: 
fit 8 no more than a parcel of ſhreds of cloth, 
- of various dyes,. though they.were of the fineſt 
thread and livelieſt colours, would ſerve the pur 
poſe of a man who wants a handſome garment , 
' whereas a ſermon that informs the ignorant ſin- 
ner, not only of the neceſſity of converfion, but 
alſo how that happy chang 
fected in his own foul, may not unfitly be com- 
pared, in reſpect to its uſefulneſs, to a complete 
mente made all of a piece, well fitted to the 
man's ſhape that wants it, and which he may 
therefore Nat on and wear with honour and. plan 
N e 
But now in 1 to all — 85 a e e + 
; Fs pains with his own heart, as well as in com- 
poſing his ſermons; he mult have a zeal for Chriſt, 
and muſt aim at nothing ſo much as to bring ſin- 
ners to him. This ſhould be in ſome meaſure the 
deſign and driſt of every ſermon that he preaches, 
that ſo if a perſon ſhould happen to hear him but 
onee in all his life, he might, even by means of 
that one ſermon, get ſome notion of the one thing 
needful, and be juſt entered at leaſt into the way 
of ſalvation. For this ſhould every miniſter ſtudy 
and ſtrive, and for this ſhould he continually pray 
| that God would fill his heart with pious and holy 
wiſdom, and ſo he may divide the word of truth 
aright, and miniſter grace unto his hearers, _ 
VII. It might probably make ſome good im- 
| alive on the minds of the people, were a miniſ- 
ter pretty often to inculcate, with great plainneſs 
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r 
and ſeriouſneſs, the neceſſity of prayer; and more : 
particularly what need they have to pray very 
earneſtly to the God of grace that he would ſet 
home his word upon their hearts, that he would 


bring the good ſeed to perfection in their full and 


bleſſed conformity to himſelf. And farther, ſo 
great is the ignorance of many perſons concerning 
the duty of prayer, that they ſeem to have no o- 
ther notion of it than merely a reading ſome forms 
out of a Prayer-book. This makes it to be as ne- 
cefſary, as it would probably be a uſeful thing for 
a miniſter to lead them, as it were by the hand, 

into this path of their duty; that is, to explain it 
to them in a molt eaſy and familiar manner, that 
they are to ſpeak to him as children to a loving 
father, they are to ſpread before him their ſorrows 
and complaints, they are to tell him of the ſtate 
and condition of their ſouls, juſt as they find and 
feel it; and they need not be at all ſolicitous a- 
bout propriety of expreſſion and elegant phraſes in 
their ſecret prayers; for God regards the ſenſe of 
the heart, rather than the language of the lips. 
The Scriptures themſelves furniſh us with ſeveral 
examples of ſuch artleſs and yet acceptable 
prayers, Let a miniſter then diligently inſtruct 
his hearers how they are, in the firſt place, to get 
their hearts diſpoſed for prayer; and it may be of 
uſe too to aſſiſt and furniſh the more ignorant with 

words and fit exprefſions ; but at the ſame time let 
him inform them that they need not tie them- 
ſelves to uſe thoſe very words, nor any form what- 
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Z ever; but that they ſhould learn to pour out their 
hearts unto God, in ſuch words by which they 
can beſt expreſs the real ſentimentsand affections 
of their own ſouls, according to the Pſalmift, 
Pfalm Ixil. 8. Ye people, pour out de hearts; be- 
„F 10 1 
VIII. It is farthir tons neceſſary that n mi- 
nidery ſhould very often take occaſion to explain 
in their ſermons that renewing or change of the 
mind, which is ſo eſſential to all true religion, 
and which yet, alas! but very few perſons; ſeem 
to underſtand, or indeed to have almoſt any no- 

tion of. Nor is it enough to explain that firt 

and mighty change, which is at once made in a 

finner at his -converſion, when he comes to love 

that good which before he hated, and to hate 
that evil which he before loved, when from being 
an unbeliever he becomes a believer ; - or when 
his falſe and dead faith is changed into a true and 
ſaving one : but that farther progreſſive chang 2 


ſhould alfo be much recommended, in which the 


_ Chriſtian muſt be improving to the very end of 
his life, which St. Paul refers to, 2 Cor. i iii. 18, 

But now (the veil which was upon the heart be- 
ing taken away, and the Spirit of the Lord having 
taken up his dwelling in it, verſes 16, 17.) we all 


- with open face bebolding as in a glaſs the glory of 


the Lord, are changed into the ſame image from glo- 
77 to glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. Hereby 
the mind is more and more renewed, the Chriſ- 


tian grows up in the ſpirit and temper of Chriſt, * 


"a 8 


; , I . © 
f 0 1 


and his lovely i image is drawn upon the foul in 


fairer lines every day than other. 
IX. It is of conſiderable moment alſo 1 the 


whole faith and duty of a Chriſtian be repreſented 
in its moſt amiable and attractive light, that ſo 
ünners may be won to religion upon a full- con- 


viction, that if they would do well for themſelves 
and obtain true peace and comfort, the ſhorteſt, 
the ſureſt, and indeed the only way is to turn in 


good earneſt from ſin to God and holineſs; and 


that religion is by no means a grievous ane me- 


lancholy thing, which any may need be afraid of, 
but full of pleaſure and greatly defirable even for 
its own fake; and though it calls us, indeed, toa 
preſent combat, and requires us to fight and ftrive 


againſt fin; yet this is but in order to peace and 


to a certain victory, which will. much more than : 


recompence the toils of the war. 


X. It were much to be wiſhed that miniſters 
would not take up more of their ſermons than 


needs muſt in explaining the text, but rather, af- 


ter as ſhort an explication of it as is ſufficient to. 
lead their hearers into the true ſenſe and mean- 
ing, (which muſt by no means be neglected-) 


haſten to the application; and in that, let a mi- 
niſter addreſs himſelf to his hearers with a be- 


coming ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs; let him apply 
his ſubject both to ſaints and ſinners, to the con- 


verted and the unconverted ; in order to awaken 
the ſecure and careleſs, and to build up true be- 


lievers in their faith and holineſs. Experience | 


wa am of 
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| would ſoon ſhew that this is by far the moſt pro- 
fltable way, than to ſpend almoſt the whole dii- 
_ courſe, as ſome do, in explaining their text and 
ſubje&, and then cloſe with a yery ſhort applica- 
tion, becauſe the time is gone. 
Xl. It were alſo greatly to be wiſhed, that. 
thoſe under-ſhepherds of the flock of Chriſt would. 
make it more defignedly and zealouſly the pur-, 
poſe of their preaching to bring F to him, 
who is the great Shepherd of the ſheep; that they 
would ſtrive by the moſt winning arguments they 
can poſſibly uſe, and ee e by ſuch as the 
grace of the Goſpel will naturally ſuggeſt, to per- 
ſuade and even to compel them to come to him. 
As the hen when ſhe lights on a. few crumbs or 
grains- of corn, how earneſtly does the invite her 


brood to come and ſhare the treaſure with her! x 


She will by no means be ſatisfied, nor leave off 
calling them till they come. Thus did our bleſſed 
Saviour; how graciouſly did he call and invite 
finners to come to him in the days of his perſonal 
miniſtry upon earth.! As Matt. xi. 28. Come un⁰,⏑,, 
me all ye that labour and are heavy. laden, and. 1 wilt 
give you reſt, &c. Again, John vis. 37, 38. of * 
any man thirſt, let him come to me and. drink : He 
that believeth on me, as the ſcripture ſaith, aut. .of 

bis belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. And 
much to the ſame purpoſe we find him ſpeaking 
in ſeveral other places. Thus alſo we hear the 
prophet Iſaiah, in the Old Teſtäment, inviting 
| finners unto Chriſt, Iſaiah ly. 1. Ho, every one 
C 3 
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that thirfteth, come ye to the ert, Ke: and thus 


St. Paul, in the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. 5. 11. 

We beſeech you in Chriſt s ftead, be ye reconciled to 
God. And thus doth the apoſtle John over and 
over in his divine writings. Remarkable to this. 


purpoſe alſo are thoſe words of our bleffed Saviour 


concerning Jeruſalem, Matt. xxiii. 37. How often 
would have gathered thy children, even as a ben 
gathereth her chickens under ber wing ! Chriſt cal- 
led finners to come to himſelf, as their proper 


Lord and Maſter, as their only Redeemer and Sa- 


viour; whereas we, ſays St. Paul, preach not our- 
felves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 2 Cor. iv. 5. and 
therefore we endeayour to bring finners not to 


ourſelves, but to Him. But now in order to this, 


and that a miniſter may be thus happily ſucceſsful 
in his preaching, he muſt not only ſincerely love 


bis people, and have an affectionate concern for 
their falyation, but he muſt be an ardent lover of 
'Chrift too; he muſt wiſh and defire and covet _ 


nothing ſo much as to bring all that hear him to- 
Chriſt, to deliver every one of them, as it were, 


Into his gracious arms, could he but perſuade 


them to be ſo happy, that thus they may learn, 
even by the exariphs of their mae to love the 
es Jeſus. | | 

XII. For this purpoſe it is farther Saving that 
a miniſter ſhould very often take occaſion to diſ- 


play, in the moſt lively colours that he ean, the 


excellency and glory of Chriſt's perſon, the kind- 


neſs of his heart and the exceeding riches of his 
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nds Both: as he 16 God and Man, as he is HD. 
glorious triumphant - Saviour, as well as once he | 


fuſtained and executed the fame office in a hum- 
bled and ſuffering ſtate. And that he farther in- 


form his hearers what excellent bleſſings are 


treaſured up in Chriſt to be beſtowed on all his 
friends and people, that ſo they may be drawn to 


him by a principle of deſire and love, that they. 
may moſt willingly give him their hearts; and 


that ſo it may be the breathing of their ſouls. 
and the matter of their moſt earneſt prayer to 


- Chrift, that he would be pleaſed to manifeſt his 


love to them, that he would ſhed it abroad in their 
hearts by bis Holy Spirit, Rom. v. 5, that he would 
more and more reveal to them the glory of his. 
Majeſty, that he would impreſs and affect their 
minds with a lively ſenſe of it, that ſo they may: 
yet more and more love and honour him theit 


heavenly ſpouſe, by whom it is that they have, 


and that they farther. hope for acceſs to; and ae 


_ceptance with, the Father, and with whom _ 


alſo hope to dwell for ever and ever. 


XIII. The love of Chriſt ought to he much, 


more inſiſted on. by preachers tham what is com- 


monly done; becauſe when we conſider in a right 


manner his paſſion, death, and atonement, his me- 
rits, and that great ſalvation which he hath- 

wrought. out for us; the knowledge of his love 
to us, and of. our pardon and jaſtifieation through, 
Kith in his blood, is the trueſt ſpring and mot: 
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more we love Chriſt, and that for this very reaſon, 


becauſe he firſt loved us, the better will every other 


branch of our religion flouriſh, every other grace. 


and every duty will then flow from its proper 
fountain; and therefore the more a miniſter en- 
_ deavours to inſtil this principle of ſacred love into 
the hearts of his hearers, the more comfortable 


ſucceſs will he probably ſee of his labours, in 


their ſpiritual improvement and growing elke 
ence to the Goſpel. 


But eſpecially, and in the firſt place, let every; 
miniſter look to his own heart ; and ſee to it that 


he himſelf loves Chriſt 8 leſt he ſhould be 


as the ſounding braſs and as the tinkling cymbal, 


which the apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. And 


beſides, without a ſincere love to Chriſt in his 


own ſoul, there will be little probability of 


bis recommending him effeftually to the love of 
others. It is not enough for him to preach a 


great many ſermons upon the love of Chriſt, and to 
exhort his hearers to love him ; for his own heart 
is not warmed with this ſacred love, his diſcourſes 
on that ſubje& will be apt to be cold and lifeleſs, 
and therefore unprofitable and fruitleſs, Nothing 
could be more pertinently anſweredin a few words, 
to one that aſked another, how he might learn to 
be a good and a uſeful preacher? than this, Si 


multum ames Chriſtum, You muſt learn to be a zea- 


lous lover of Chriſt. | 
But then let it be farther noted, that fincere 


love to Chriſt will always expreſs itſelf not only in . 


| words, but by ſuitable or correſpondent actions. 
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So our Saviour has taught us, John xy. 14. Ve 
are my friends, ſaid he, i ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you; 1, e. this is the beſt and moſt ſubſtan« 


tial evidence of your fincere ene and 
you truly love me. 


XIV. I reckon alſo the duties of ſelfudenial wad : 
3 from the world and its carnal pleaſures, 


and, in ſhort, from all the preſent things of ſenſe 


and time, to be among thofe more important and 


neceſſary ſubjects which miniſters ſhould often 


preach upon, oftener indeed than moſt of them do. 


Theſe are ſubjects which our Saviour Chriſt, when 
he was a preacher upon earth, very much inſiſted 
upon in his ſermons, as you may ſee particularly 
Matth. xvi. 24, 25, 26. If any man will come af< 
ter me, let him deny hiniſel, and take up his eres 


and follow me. Luke xiv. 26. If any man come 


to me, and hate not his father and mother, Ge. yea, 


and his own life alſo, i. e. in compariſon of me, 
be cannot be my diſciple. And how needful are theſs 


ſubjects now ; for, alas! how many perfons are 
there, who can talk well about Chriſt and religion, 


nay, who carry a fair appearance of virtue and 


godlineſs, and who perform many outward duties 
with reputation and hi 
learned to deny themſelves, their love of the world 
not being ſafficiently mortified, they are eafily 
overcome in a day of trial, and ſacrifice their reli- 


gion and their ſouls to their worldly intereſt. Let. 
_ felf-denial then be earneſtly recommended, and 


| that not merely as a maral virtue or philoſophical 
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let it be recommended and urged as a Chriſtian 
grace, as that which flows chiefly from love to 
Chriſt, even ſuch a love as will make us ready to 
deny ourſelves the pleaſures, riches, and honours 
of this world, all manner of ſenſual gratifications, 
and our very lives themſelves, ivexcv avror, for his 


fake, as Chriſt not only expects, but . of "4 


us, Matth. xvi. 25. 


mean, both of preſerying and nouriſhing the fire 
of divine love in their hearts; and ſuch have the 
_ moſt direct and powerful tendency to awaken and 


XV. Though the diligent reading of the 1 5 


tures themſelves, even the infpired writings of 


the Prophets and Apoſtles, and the very words of 


our Saviour Chriſt, ſhould be chiefly recommend- 


< ed, as they are undoubtedly far preferable to any 
other books of mere human compoſure; yet, be- 


fides theſe, a miniſter may very profitably recom- 


mend to his hearers ſome other good books of re- 
ligion, both ancient and modern, to be read by 


them at home in their own cloſets or families: 
ſuch books, I mean, as are written in a truly evan- 
gelical ftrain, and with a ſpirit of lively devotion 
and piety, which would be no inconfiderable 


to excite the minds of men to vital practical reli- 
gion. And farther, let not any miniſter think 
that it is the people only who are to be profited 


in their ſouls by the reading ſuch good books, 


while all the uſe that he is concerned to make of 


them for himſelf, is only to form his ſtyle by 
reading them, or to borrow thoughts from them, 
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E ſavoury diſcourſe, the fervent prayers and the holy 
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or, it may be, to ſteal ſermons out of them (which 
Bs ſhamefully the practice of too many preachers) 
but he ſhould read them, chiefly, and in the firſt 
place with a view. ta his own -fpiritual edification, Z 
1 & uſe. and improve the 
gifts which God has beſtowec on « Ker, Wen ty 
that his own ſoul may be the better for then, * 
well as the ſouls of the people to whom he preaches. 2 
XVI. Once more, let faithful miniſters by no bh 
means forget to recommend it to their hearers, 
that they would familiarly acquaint themſelves 
and converſe with ſerious, lively, and growing 
Chriſtians, and with ſuch more eſpecially as excel 
in the gift and ſpirit of prayer ; for, as a live coal 
kindles another that is cold and dead, fo will the 
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converſation of warm and lively Chriſtians, be a 
probable means of kindling the ſame fire of divine 
love in the ſouls of dead finners; or at leaſt of 
_ nouriſhing and improving the ſacred flame in the 
hearts of their more intimate Chriſtian friends. 
Miniſters ſhould therefore do all they can to pro- 
mote ſuch Chriſtian converſation amongſt tne 
more ferious part of their hearers; obſerving, : 
however, the rules of neceſſary prudence, parti- 
cularly that of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. Let all 
things he done decently and in order. They-ſhould 
exhort them as St. Paul does the Coloſſians, Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſdomy + 
teaching and admoniſhing one another'in pſalms and 
hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, finging with grace in 
your hearts unto the Lord; Col. iii. 16. to which 
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. purpoſe chat large aud rich treaſure of ſa- 

cred hymns, both ancient and modern, with 

which God has graciouſly. bleſſed his church, is 

not a little e for which eren we are 
»mörtal praiſes. = Ys 

2 fly anſwered 4 950 desto, 


| way — e 2 God, . Chrid's fake; 1 
attend what I have written with his effeQual bleſ-. 
fing. To him I would now 1 19 8 up the 
RY prayer: 
O Lord God! 88 1 beſeech thaw both 
now and at all times hereafter to thy church paſ- 
tors and teachers after thine own heart, even 

fuch as ſhall bring the ſheep of Chriſt into his 
fold, and who, through the influence of thy good 
Spirit ſhall feed them with ſaving knowledge and 
underſtanding. Make every preacher: of thy 
word to know and always to remember, that e- 
cher is be that planteth any thing, neither he that 
_ evatereth, but thou art all in all, who alone canſt 
give the increaſe. Let none of them vainly pre- 
fame, on their own fkill and ability, to do any 
good by their preaching, and obtain any good 
fucceſs; but let them all bumbly wait upon thee, 
and by ſervent daily prayer let them ſeek for and 
obtain the aids of thy grace, to enable them to 
diſpenſe the Word of Life, and let thy bleſſing 
render their preaching happily ſucceſsful to the 


 Youls of thofe that hear them. Amen. 
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